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the fate of authoritarian Austria the future
which awaits the Vichy regime. Having
destroyed the live forces of its own people
and turned its back on any genuine and bold
reconstruction of the nation's life, it will yet
learn that neither prostration nor pro-
crastination will save it. There is no lack
of successors: the Flandins, the Doriots,
the real Gauleiters are ready to take its
place at the conqueror's beckoning. There
will be no reward for servility: it has never
paid, in the long run, to be a coward and a
traitor. Prostitution is never more revolting
than when it fails.
Two instances particularly illustrate the
spinelessness of the men of Vichy. When
Laval made his first trip from Vichy to
Paris (which was kept a secret at the time)
he had been promised that he would meet
there one of the most prominent of Hitler's
lieutenants, either Goering or Hess. Actually
he was met by Abetz, the spy who was to
become, a few days later, German Minister
to France and her real governor. Abetz
gave Laval to understand that something
should be done " to please the Fuehrer".
He suggested two things: judicial proceed-
ings against those who bore " the guilt of
war ", and stern measures against the Jews.